CALL TO BIENNIAL CONVENTION 


Members of the National Woman’s Party: 


take pleasure in issuing this call to our Bien- 
nial Convention, which is to take place in 
New York City on November 13, 14, and 15 at 
the Hotel Roosevelt, because I feel our efforts in 
behalf of the Equal Rights Amendment have 
brought us nearer our goal and opportunities for 
all women. 


For the first time since its introducton into Con- 
gress the Amendment has been favorably reported 
by the Subcommittee of the J es Committee 
of the House. 


The decision of the Supreme Court upholds our 


to contract for their labor on the same terms as 
men. 


The endorsement of the Equal Rights Amend- | 


aunt by more than forty-five organizations of 


working women throughout the country, together 


with the endorsements by seven national organiza- 
tions of women, and the fact that two other large 
national organizations have now “resolved to 
study” the amendment are significant, and word 
has come from Alice Paul whois now abroad work- 


ing on the Equality program that a twelfth Inter- 


national organization has just endorsed the Equal 
Rights Treaty. 


Mainly through the efforts of our Susan B. 
Anthony Memorial Committee, the United States 
Post Office has issued the postage stamp bearing 
the likeness of Susan B. Anthony, and we have 


continued to press for the repeal of Sec. 213 f 


the Economy Act. 


From all these things I feel we may well take 
encouragement, and renew our determination to 
carry our work to a speedy conclusion. 


It is my fervent wish that our members attend 
in as great numbers as possible. 


FLORENCE BAYARD HILLEs, 
National Chairman. 


JANE NORMAN SMITH, Convention Chairman. 


New York City; Woman’s Party Headquarters, 
542 Fifth Ave., telephone Vanderbilt 3-3972. 


Official Organ, THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
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FLORENCE BAYARD HILLES ADDRESSES 
HERALD TRIBUNE FORUM 


he New York Herald Tribune held its sixth 

annual Forum on Current Problems at the 
Waldorf Astoria in New York City on September 
22d and 23d, 1936. 


The subject of the Conference for the first day 

was “The New Way of Living.“ On the second 
day “The Political Issues Which America Faces 
in 1936“ was discussed by the various speakers. 


At the last session one of the speakers was Mrs. 
Florence Bayard Hilles, National Chairman of 


the National Woman’s 18 1 Mrs. Hilles’ speech 
follows: 


position regarding women’s constitutional right — 


“Under the leadership of the great Susan B. 
Anthony, it took seventy-five years to gain the 
right for women to vote, and now we hear com- 
plaints that they do not use it. Well, of course, 
they should, for after all the great duty of the 
citizen is to support the government and to 
assist in putting into office those persons who 
will safely, wisely and honorably conduct the 
affairs of the country. Thomas, Jefferson in 


his ‘Notes’ said: 


An every country where men are free to 
speak and think, differences of opinions will 


arise. Every government degenerates when 
trusted to the rulers of the people alone. The 


people themselves, therefore, are its only safe 
depositories.’ 


“This being true, we, the people, should strive 
to take up our responsibility. 


“Indifference of the masses is certainly our 
- besetting sin. We find ourselves this year in 
a campaign for the election to the highest office 
in our government, and the duty of every voter 
should be clear. We should properly inform 
ourselves as to the facts and principles upon 
which sound government should be based. 
it seems to me, is the task and duty of all our 
citizens in so far as they are able. | 


“The vital issues at stake are matters con- 
cerning tariff, finance, agriculture, social se- 
curity, relief, labor, peace and war, the budget 
—to say nothing of the character and ability 
of the candidates—admitting that these sub- 
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jects should be dealt with by experts, still, dis- 
cussion during a campaign gives to the average 
voter an insight, at least, into their meaning 
and importance. These are subjects that should 
be the concern of every good citizen, for women, 
as well as men are equally affected by each of 
them. Yet on each and all, opinions differ. In 
our discussions, we should bear in mind that 
the other fellow has as much right to his opin- 
ion as we have to ours. Much as we may differ 
with him, though we damn his opinion, we need 
not damn him. 


“Bitter personalities of partisanship belittle 
great movements. 


“The complaint that women have the vote 
and do not use it to some extent may be true, 
but certainly they have been set a very poor 
example in this matter by men, and are in many 
ways discouraged and prevented from being 
interested, for it must be remembered that apart 
from their right to vote, they are still held in- 
ferior to men in the law. 


“The only right granted to women by the 
Constitution of the United States is the right 
of suffrage, but in no other particular does the 
Constitution grant them any rights which Eng- 
lish women of 1789 did not have. 


In 1912, at the time of the election of Wood- 
row Wilson, there were approximately twenty- 
one million qualified voters—all men. Of these 
only fourteen million voted. 


“Think of it! Seven millions of men who 
were indifferent as to the choice of a President 
of these United States. Since then, we have 
gone through the World War and a period of 
reconstruction in which women have played 
many responsible parts, as well as their gain- 
ing of the right to vote. 


“Today women are asked to assist in getting 
out the vote. Personally, I think that emphasis 
should first be placed on themselves, that they, 
themselves, get out and vote. 


“It is of importance to learn the election laws 
of your state: the dates and places for regis- 
tration and voting; to learn when and where 
we can vote; the meaning of the important 
issues at stake, and cast our votes for those 
individuals who, we believe, will most ably and 
honorably carry out the measures which will 
insure stability to this country. 


“And for any of us who may be interested 
in “taking walks,” I would remind them of two 
great “rides” in history. First, that of Paul 
Revere of Massachusetts, whose midnight ride 
is so well known to us through poetry and prose; 
and secondly, that of Caesar Rodney of Dela- 

Ware, perhaps not so well known, but of even 
greater importance, for after a long, gruelling 
ride of many miles, he rode from Lower Dela- 


ware to Philadelphia where he arrived just in 
time to cast the deciding vote for the Declara- 
tion of Independence. 


“So much for just one vote. What did it 
mean to our country then, and what may just 
one vote mean today? It may be yours, or mine, 
but it is the vote of each and all of us that is 
of equal importance and should be cast for 
what we believe to be in favor of and for good 
government. So, I conclude with an especial 
appeal to women—Get out and vote.“ 


NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY 
Founded 1913 


Object 


To secure for women complete equality with men under 
the law and in all human relationships, and in cular to 
secure the adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment to the 
National Constitution and the Equal Rights Treaty. 


The Lucretia Mott Amendment 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the 

United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 

“Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.” 


Introduced, Senate—By Senator Townsend, Del., Jan. 4, 1935 
(Senate Joint Resolution No. 1.) 


Ludlow, Ind., Jan. 3, 1985. 
( Joint Resolution No. 1.) 


Before Judiciary Committee. 
— Before Judiciary Committee. 
The Equal Rights Treaty 
Article 1 
“The contracting States agree that upon the ratification 


of this treaty men and women shall have equal rights 
2 the territory subject to their respective juris- 
ns. 
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EQUAL 


VOTE INTELLIGENTLY 


An intelligent vote is in part at least an answer 
to our problems. More than ever before, all voters 
should seek to have this Fall, a clear discernment 
of the vital needs of America and to realize that 
our form of government is what we decide it 
shall be. 


If we decide to keep it a representative form 
of government, let us remember the absolute neces- 
sity for equality of rights for men and women 
before the law. Then let us vote for the candi- 
dates we honestly feel will tend to represent (not 
one sex) but all the people. 


The Christian Science Monitor of September 
21 commented on the pre-election excitement re- 
curring in America every four years and wisely 
stated in part: | 


“This newspaper . . is confident that Ameri- 
can citizens with few exceptions register at the 
polls not their fears, their resentments or their 
hatreds so much as their loyalties to constitutional 
methods, their hopes for larger opportunities, and 
their thoughtful views as to what kind of govern- 
ment will give them the greatest assurance of 
those things.” 


The larger opportunity that ‘women of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party ask is acknowledgment of 
their full adult citizenship, unabridged by any 


- qualification of sex. 


IT IS TIME TO AWAKE 


Sir Richard Livingstone, president of the educa- 
tion section of the British Association, in his 
paper on “The “Future of Education” read before 
the Association, makes certain statements of sig- 
nificance which we reprint here from The Chris- 
tian Science Monitor of September 11. 


“The time will come, I believe,” he declared, 
when men will return to the universities in 
middle life, to study systematically the newer 
developments in their own field, to revise and 
review their own attitudes and habits of 
thought. | 


“If they did so,” he added, “they would be 
following the advice of Plato, whose statesmen 
were alternately retired from political life for 
study, and returned to govern their country in 
the light of their studies. 


“Plato was the first to see that the work of 
education was not complete at the age of 18 
or 21, but must continue in a systematic, me- 
thodical form into late life. This truth, like his 
doctrine of the essential equality of the sexes 
for the work of the state, slumbered forgotten 
for more than 2,000 years; or rather we have 

slumbered. It is time to awake.” 


A CHALLENGE FROM WORKING WOMEN 


Mary A. Murray, Chairman of the Industrial 
Council of the National Woman’s Party and Presi- 
dent of the Brooklyn Manhattan Transit Women’s 
League, made a forceful speech before the Reso- 
lutions Committee of the Democratic Party at 
Philadelphia and a forthright appeal to the Com- 
mittee for equality. Mrs. Murray’s speech in 
part, follows: 


Jam Mary Murray, a Democrat and Presi- 
dent of the Brooklyn Manhattan Transit Wom- 
en’s League, representing over one thousand 
women. A working woman for the past twenty- 
eight years, a grandmother still working and 
going strong, I associate with woman workers 
from all walks of life, factory, store, shop, office, 
and railroad. I speak their language, I know 
their problems, and they have sent me here to 
tell you that they are bitterly opposed to a 
minimum wage applying to women only. 


“The issue today, insofar as working women 
are concerned, is not whether you will or will 
not advocate a minimum wage plank in the 
Democratic Platform, but—if you should do so, 


we beg of you to have it apply equally to men 
and women. 


William Green, President of the American 
Federation of Labor has repeatedly said that 
a minimum wage tends to become the maxi- 
mum. This has happened to women in every 
state where they come under a minimum wage 
law applying to women only; the higher paid 
being reduced to the minimum, also losing their 
jobs to men and boys. | 


“Matthew Woll, vice president of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor warned men workers 
that if they withdrew their opposition to mini- 
mum wage legislation, they may well under- 
stand that they have again become serfs, not 


under domination of employers as such, but of 
the Nation. This is exactly what happens to 


women under a minimum wage law, they be- 
come not only serfs under the domination of 
the State or Nation but of their employers as 
well. We do not come here today to quarrel 
with our men. We want to cooperate with 
them and ask them to cooperate with us. 


g “Mr. Chairman, as a representative of work- 
ing women, I come to ask you to help us—to 
give us the same chance as men to earn our 
livelihood—to make all laws apply equally to 
men and women.” 


GERTRUDE I. GEORGE, REALTOR 


Founder and Director, Women’s Service Department, 
1009 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, California. In- 
vestment Service for Women Only. Prospect 5853. 
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CONNECTICUT BRANCH MEETS 


A Committee meeting of the Connecticut Branch 
of the National Woman’s Party was held at the 
home of Mrs. John Jay White in Westport, Mon- 
day, September 21st. 


The speakers, Miss 3 Berrien, National 
Treasurer, and Anita Pollitzer, Vice Chairman, 
told of the work accomplished within the last few 
months and of the work ahead. Elsie Hill of 
Redding, Mrs. Cyrus W. Merrill of New Canaan, 
Mrs. Claire M. Senie of Westport, and Mrs. 


Frances Dorn of Rowayton were among the active 


workers present. 


It was decided to hold the annual meeting of 


the Connecticut Branch at the Stratfield Hotel, 


ers. Mrs. Swing will speak 


Ats.“ Mrs. White will preside. 


at the Stratfield Hotel at/which reports will be . 


made by State officers. 


TO NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY WOMEN | 


WHO HAVE LET THEIR MEMBER- 
SHIP LAPSE | 
by Sybil Jane Moore 


On coming back to Headquarters after months 


in Europe I am glad to hear of definite progress 


being made in our country for the Equal Rights 
Amendment. After such an experience one sees 
more clearly than r the necessity for saving 
the measure of equality for women that we have 


won and of continuing to go forward * com- 


plete equality. 


Since the days when I actively lobbied for the 
Equal Rights Amendment real gains have been 
made. I consider that a very important one is 
that all members now receive the concise organ 


of the National . s Party as a part of their 


membership. 


I urge former members, like myself, who wish | 


to be “kept informed” to subscribe now and by 
so doing add to the numbers of those who under- 
stand the equality program. 


Connecticut, on October 16th at 3 :30 ‘ 
h Anita Pollitzer and Betty Gram 
on 


Will speak on Why Women Should 
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BIENNIAL CONVENTION, NATIONAL 
WOMAN’S PARTY 
Hotel Roosevelt, 45th Street and Madison Avenue 
New York, November 13, 14, and 15th 
Jane Norman Smith, Convention Chairman 
Room 81, 542 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 


Outline of Tentative Program 
NOVEMBER 13: 


7:45 to 10:00 P. M. Registration of delegates. 
NOVEMBER 14: 
8:30 to 9:30 A. M. . „ 
10:00 A. M. Convention called to 
order. 
12:30 Luncheon in Hendrik 
5 Hudson Room. 
2:30 P. M. Business Session — Blue 
Room. 
7:00 P. M. Reception Palm 
7:30 P. M. Dinner — Hendrik Hud- 
son Room. 
NOVEMBER 15: 
10:00 A. M. Business Session — Blue 
Room. 
12:30 Luncheon — Hendrik 
Hudson Room. 


Reservations for luncheons at $1.65 each and 
dinner at $2.75 may be made by addressing Mrs. 
Herbert L. Black, Room 81, 542 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. 

_ All meetings and business sessions will be held 


on the Mezzanine Floor on the 46th Street side 


of the Hotel. 
Single rooms will be available at $4.00, $4.50 


and $5.00 per day; double rooms, double bed, $5.00 


and $6.00 per day; rooms with twin beds, $6.00, 

$7.00 and $8.00 per day. All rooms assigned 

will have private bath and outside exposure. 
Members are urged to make their reservations 


as soon as possible. The annual automobile show, 
which will be held in New York the week of our 
convention, will attract thousands of people from 
out of town. Heavy demands will be made upon 


the hotels, with the result that there will be a 
scarcity of rooms at the minimum rate. 


TO MOTORISTS AND OTHERS 

erry, ei coming or going, 8 or a really good 
meal at the OLD COURT HOUSE TEA ROOM at 


Edna A. and Horace L. Deakyne. 


THE ALVA BELMONT TEA HOUSE 


I like to remind our members Who go to Washington of 
the admirable Tea Room at our ‘Headquarters where 
— lunch, afternoon tea and dinner are served 


Florence Bayard Hilles, 


we 


National Chairman, National Woman's Party.. 


“SYLVANSIDE” 
For little children from two to eight years. A school 
that seeks to meet the needs of the child. A home en- 
vironment with an equal rights atmosphere. Inquiries 


Dora G. Ogle, Catonsville, Maryland. 


— 
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Sriage 
o’clock, Vv 
Swing as § 
| “Are Ametican Women Headed Backwards?’ 
Miss Pollitzt 
Demand EquaiRig! 
The meeting will be open-to all who are inter- 
ested and will be preceded by a luncheon meeting 
— 
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